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December 13 - Third Sunday of Advent 

In the Hospital  

 If you or someone you know will be going in the hos-

pital please call the office, or have a family member 

or hospital chaplain call for you. Federal privacy laws 

prevent hospitals from notifying us.     
 

In Case of Emergency   

Please call Fr. Mark’s cell phone directly  

at 770-365-5200 in emergency situations. 

24-Hour Abuse Reporting 

If you or a loved one has been hurt or abused by a 

member of the clergy, an employee, or volunteer of 

the Archdiocese of Atlanta, we are here to listen and 

take action. Please contact our Office of Child and 

Youth Protection during business hours at 404-920-

7550 or our Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse Reporting 

line at 1-888-437-0764.  The silence must be broken 

for the healing to begin. 

Pope Francis’ December Prayer Intention 

For a Life of Prayer. We pray that our 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 

nourished by the Word of God and a life of 

prayer.  

Mass Intentions for the Week 

           December 12 - Dee Harris 

                        December 13 - Hedy Davenport (D)  

          December 14 - Special Intention 

          December 17 - Dee Harris 

        First Reading       2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 

        Second Reading  Romans 16:25-27  

        Gospel                     Luke 1:26-38 

David’s posterity shall endure forever. His kingship 

finds its fulfillment in the son of Mary, Jesus Christ. 

To him be glory and praise forever. 

 Readings for Next Sunday, December 20th       

Happy Anniversary 

10 yrs. on Dec. 19 - Sydney & Andrew Hopper 

Tuesday Morning Men’s Discussion 

Men’s Bible Study will not meet during the month of 

December. Discussions will resume Tuesday, January 

12, 2021 from 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 a.m. in Shuler Hall.  

        December 14 - Evelyn Towns 

        December 16 - Sherry Pollock 

        December 20 - Lindsey Parks 

Additional Christmas Vigil Mass Added 

Good news parishioners! We are adding a second 

Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady of the Mount. Arch-

bishop of Atlanta Gregory John Hartmayer has given 

permission this year for Christmas Vigil Masses to 

begin earlier than 4:00 p.m. Parish families will now 

have a choice to worship at either Christmas Eve 

Mass (2:00 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.). A Christmas concert 

will begin one hour prior to each Mass. Let me em-

phasize that the previously published holiday liturgy 

schedule is still completely accurate. Simply add this 

newly scheduled Mass (2:00 p.m. on Dec. 24) to the 

schedule which has already been running in our 

weekly online bulletin for the past several weeks. 

May all of you have a blessed Advent season.  

Centering Prayer Group Continues 

Our Centering Prayer group continues to meet on 

Mondays at an earlier time (4:00-5:00pm) via Zoom 

so we can stay connected and support each other in 

our practice. After the initial Centering Prayer period, 

we are experiencing "lectio divina," a way of praying 

the Scriptures that lets God speak to us through 

God's inspired Word and then our response to the 

Word received. All are welcome to join us!  

Please contact Susan Brace for the Zoom link:                      

susan.r.brace@gmail.com or 423-681-8284. 
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Welcome to Our Lady of the Mount Catholic Church 

 

Liturgical Minister Schedules                                 

Saturday, December 19th 

       Lector:  Mark Anderson 

Sunday, December 20th 

 Lector:  Bill Brown 

Prayer List Update 

If you would like to keep your prayer requests on our 

list, please contact Amy, aperry@olmcc.com. Thank 

you for your cooperation.  

Poinsettia Remembrances Due Wednesday 

Honor or remember your loved one this 

Christmas season by contributing to the 

Our Lady of the Mount Poinsettia Fund. 

The suggested cost begins at $20 per 

remembrance. The order form is includ-

ed as a bulletin insert and may also be found online. 

Donations may also be made via Online Giving at 

olmcc.com. In order to be included in the Christmas 

bulletin, all names and payments must be received no 

later than this Wednesday, December 16th.   

Prayer List 

Dottie Brock 

Richard Collins 

Patrick Crawley 

Joe Endres 

Haley Frierson 

Regina Gann 

Charlie Gilbreath 

Vickie Gilbreath 

Johnny Killebrew 

Jeff Morgan 

Linda Neely 

Brit Oehmig 

Bob Red 

Jimmy Stewart  

Richard Sullivan 

Eddie Tallent  

Lindsey Tinker 

Camilla Pollock-Flynn 

Katherine Dann Ogden 

Advent Penance Services 

Mark your calendar and join us this week for an     

opportunity during the beautiful season of Advent. 

Choose a date that works for your schedule. 

 

  December 15th at 7:00 P.M. - Our Lady of the Mount 
 
  December 16th at 7:00 P.M. - St. Katharine Drexel 
 
  December 17th at 7:00 P.M. - St. Gerard Majella 

OLMCC Food/Supply Pantry 

Dear OLMCC family: 

Thank you all for the many warm birthday wishes 

you sent my way. I have a new catchphrase for the 

upcoming year, “Fifty-nine and feeling fine!” On a 

more serious note, as we continue through pandemic 

times, Advent and the month of December, I am en-

couraging each family to donate one bag of groceries 

to the new food/ supply pantry which we are now 

stocking. Food insecurity is a growing problem in our 

surrounding Tri-State area. We can also help other 

non-profits such as shelters and pregnancy assis-

tance centers with items such as infant formula and 

diapers, winter coats and blankets, and the list goes 

on. My goal is to begin stocking food and other items 

at OLM for redistribution to larger food banks/ non-

profits as we go forward together building up God’s 

kingdom on earth. Donations can be dropped off in 

the narthex at weekend Masses or at the parish office 

on weekdays. If no one is in the office, leave dona-

tions inside by the Christmas tree.  

   God Bless all of you, Fr. Mark 

Second Collection This Weekend 

“Every dollar makes a difference 

in covering our expenses,” says a 

Trappist abbot. Hundreds of US 

religious communities struggle 

to provide for aging members because most senior 

Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 

served for little pay. Your gift to the Retirement Fund 

for Religious helps these communities bridge the gap, 

offering support for medications, nursing care, and 

other necessities. Please be generous.  

mailto:aperry@olmcc.com?subject=OLMCC%20-%20Prayer%20List
http://www.olmcc.com/online-giving/


Our Lady of the Mount Catholic Church 
2020 Poinsettia Fund 

Honor or remember your loved one this Christmas season 
by contributing to Our Lady of the Mount Poinsettia Fund.   

The suggested cost begins at $20 per remembrance. Please mail this form with a check to: Our Lady of the Mount Catholic Church     1227 Scenic Highway         Lookout Mountain, GA 30750        or place it in the Collection Basket. 
PLEASE PRINT! 

In Honor of: 

In Memory of: 

Given by   Name: 

Address: 

Telephone: 

In order to be included in the Christmas bulletin, all names and  
payments must be received by Wednesday, December 16th. Additional forms are available in the narthex and online at olmcc.com. 



Holiday Schedule 2020 

 

December 15 

Advent Penance Service at OLMCC  7:00 p.m. 
 

December 16  

Advent Penance Service at SKD  7:00 p.m. 
 

December 24 - 25 

Offices Closed 
 

December 24 

Christmas Concert at OLMCC  1:00 p.m. 

Christmas Vigil Mass at OLMCC  2:00 p.m. 

Christmas Concert at OLMCC  4:30 p.m. 

Christmas Vigil Mass at OLMCC  5:30 p.m. 
 

December 25 

Christmas Day Mass at OLMCC  9:00 a.m. 

Christmas Day Mass at SKD  11:30 a.m.  
 

December 26 

No Saturday Morning Mass or Adoration 
 

December 28 - January 1 

Normal Mass Schedule except January 1 

Offices Closed 
 

January 1 

Mary Mother of God Mass at OLMCC  9:00 a.m. 

Mary Mother of God Mass at SKD  11:30 a.m. 
 

January 2 

No Saturday Morning Mass or Adoration 



Today’s Readings: Isaiah 61:1–2a, 10–11; Luke 1:46–48, 
49–50, 53–54; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24; John 1:6–8, 
19–28. St. Paul tells the Christians in Thessalonica to dis-
cern carefully whether a word or action is truly from God, 
but he also warns them not to oppose the action of God’s 
Spirit simply because it is new or unfamiliar to them. A few 
decades earlier some people wondered if John the Baptist 
was acting according to God’s Spirit. They questioned him 
thoroughly, but despite John’s testimony, they refused to 
believe that God had sent him. They did not rejoice in his 
words because John did not fit their expectations.

Although the words of our First Reading are beautiful 
and compelling, some people did not believe this prophecy 

because their experience was very different. The prophet 
describes the glorious restoration of Israel, but decades of 
ruin made the fulfillment of that promise seem remote. 
People struggled to rejoice in the prophet’s words.

When God doesn’t meet our expectations, we struggle 
to rejoice, too. We may question what, if anything, God is 
doing. As we light the pink candle of our Advent wreath, we 
ask God to permeate our darkness, especially our perplexed 
hearts. We ask God to help us see all that God is doing and 
wants to do through us. We also ask God to help us meet his 
expectations for us: expectations that we will always seek 
his light and rejoice and give thanks in the light we will find.

Sunday, December 13, 2020
Expectations

Longing
God, our faithful Lord,
you accomplish your will in all things.
We await the fulfillment of your promises.
We long for the fullness of your kingdom,
and that longing is our ceaseless prayer.
Until the advent of that glorious day,
lift up our hearts in unwavering joy.
Show us the light that has already come into 

our world,

so that we may give you thanks in all that 
we do.

Keep us holy and blameless
as we undertake works of justice and 

promote peace,
so that others may see and hear and know 

your goodness,
and be drawn to your light.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 14
Authority
Balaam has been hired to curse Israel, but instead he blesses 
God’s people. He insists that he speaks for God. When the 
elders in the Gospel passage ask Jesus by what authority he 
speaks, he turns their question back on them. He asks these 
leaders to make that judgment themselves. They abdicate 
their authority by refusing to answer. In time, Jesus’ words, 
like Balaam’s, are proved true. Pray that all who possess 
authority submit to the authority of God. Today’s Readings: 
Numbers 24:2–7, 15–17a; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8–9; 
Matthew 21:23–27.

Tuesday, December 15
Despite the Delay
Zephaniah condemns the people for failing to obey God. 
They are like the second son in the parable who says he will 
do his father’s will but then doesn’t. The first son rebels 
against his father, but something makes him change his 
mind. Jesus commends those who obey God, no matter how 
long it takes them to do so. Jesus then rebukes those who 
profess their faithfulness but persist in their disobedience. 
What are some promises that you have made that you have 
not yet fulfilled? Today’s Readings: Zephaniah 3:1–2, 9–13; 
Psalm 34:2–3, 6–7, 17–18, 19 and 23; Matthew 21:28–32.

Wednesday, December 16
He Has Come
John the Baptist wanted people to repent in order to receive 
God’s mercy. Jesus, by contrast, offered God’s mercy in order 
to inspire people to repent. Upon questioning Jesus, John is 
invited to examine Jesus’ ministry and decide for himself. 
Jesus’ ministry evokes the life-giving work of God that we 
hear about in Isaiah. Read slowly through the First Reading, 
and pray for God to transform our world. Today’s Readings: 
Isaiah 45:6c–8, 18, 21c–25; Psalm 85:9ab and 10, 11–12, 
13–14; Luke 7:18b–23.

Thursday, December 17
Titles
The First Reading conveys strength, while Matthew presents 
an orderly progression of the generations that culminates in 
the birth of Jesus. Despite the image of strength, Jesus is not 
the strong and mighty Messiah that people expect, nor does 
his ministry go as they would have planned it. Look up the 
“O” Antiphons and reflect upon how Jesus fulfills these titles. 
Today’s Readings: Genesis 49:2, 8–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 
3–4ab, 7–8, 17; Matthew 1:1–17.

Friday, December 18
Totally New
Jeremiah draws on Israel’s past as he assures them that God 
will lead them again through the difficult times they are 
facing. Joseph had no such experiences to draw from when 
he learned of Mary’s pregnancy. He had to hope without 
knowing what was happening and without knowing what 
he was hoping for. Despite whatever doubt he might have felt, 
he obeys God immediately. Volunteer at or make a donation 
to a crisis pregnancy center. Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 
23:5–8; Psalm 72:1–2, 12–13, 18–19; Matthew 1:18–25.

Saturday, December 19
A Muted Response
By bearing and rearing children, the women of ancient times 
ensured the continuation of their families and tribes. 
Manoah’s wife and Elizabeth would have felt neglected or 
even punished by God because they did not have children. 
When these women discover that they are pregnant, they 
rejoice. Zechariah’s response is muted: he either does not 
believe the angel or does not trust the experience he is hav-
ing. Consider how you have failed to accept what God is 
doing in your life. Discuss this during the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Today’s Readings: Judges 13:2–7, 24–25a; 
Psalm 71:3–4a, 5–6ab, 16–17; Luke 1:5–25.
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